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MINUTES OF THE MEETING

OF THE VIENNA NGO COMMITTEE ON NARCOTIC DRUGS

Tuesday, 6 February 2007

Present:

Members:
Dr. W. Beiglböck (Int. Assoc. of Applied Psychology),








 wolfgang.beiglboeck@univie.ac.at



R. Benesch (Soroptimist International), rbenesch@utanet.at



F. Berger (International Police Association), franz.berger@ipa.at



T. Blickman (Transnational Institute), tblick@tni.org



E. Carlin (2nd Vice-Chair), (Mentor Foundation), ec@mentoruk.org

S. Gfundner (Zonta International), Sylvia.gfundner@chello.at

L. Gundacker (WFWPI), lilly.austria@flashbox.at

E. Hauer-Rona (ICW). boefv.ncwaustria@utanet.at

E. Jensema (Senlis Council), jensema@senliscouncil.net


G. Köcher (IFUW)

M. Parenzan (IFBPW), marlene.parenzan@chello.at


M. Perron (1st Vice-Chair) (CCSA), mperron@ccsa.ca

E. Pomberger (Pax Romana, ICMICA-IMCS

J. Rubio-Andre's (CeIS), julia.rubio@aon.at

R. Spalt (CeIS), rosetta.spalt@gmx.at



I. Szabolcs (IFUW), ingridszabolcs@yahoo.de



A. Thonauer (FDFE), info@fdfe.eu


E. Tongue (Chairperson) (IFUW), 

K. Tripp (Soroptimist International), tripp@mdw.ac.at

M. Tupay (ACWW), monica.tupay@utanet.at

E. von Wartburg (ICAA), esther.wartburg@aon.at

B. Walsberger (European Union of Women, (barfrina@utanet.at



F. Zeidler (Rotary International), f.zeidler@aon.at

UNODC: 
M. Dummar Frahi, mirella.frahi@unodc.org

Guests:
H. Konrad (Soroptimist International), kon.rad@netway.at



M. Lobo (Soroptimist International), mlobo@bigpond.com



I. Mäntler (WFWPI), i.maentler@inode.at



P. McCann (ICAA), pjm@castlecraig.co.uk



J. Paul (Life Foundation Network), emos1477@yahoo.com



A.C. Samuel (Life Foundation Network), Samtex4jcso@yahoo.com

Regrets:   
F. Amicarelli (Foundation for a Drug-Free Europe), info@fdfe.eu

M. Barzanti(San Patrignano) mbarzanti@sanpatrignano.org


A. Efthimiou-Mordaunt (John Mordaunt Trust), andria3a@yahoo.co.uk



E. Frei (Salvation Army), elisabeth_frei@swi.salvationarmy.org



M. Jelsma (Transnational Institute), mjelsma@tni.org

J. Kamminga (The Senlis Council), kamminga@senliscouncil.net


H. Kaschitz (African Action on AIDS), hpkaschitz@aol.com

T. Legl (ICAA, Euro-TC), thomas.legl@gmx.at



I. Luxon (IFUW)


M. Luppi (San Patrignano) mluppi@sanpatrignano.org


Dr. F. Poldrugo (ISAM), polydrug@units.it


A. Söllei (WOSM), asoellei@worldnet.scout.org

G. Somogyi (Beckley Found. Drug Policy Prog.), gs@internationaldrugpolicy.net


D. Turner, (CeIS), management2@ceis.it



A. Ulstein (Eurad), anders.ulstein@actis.no

Agenda
1.
Approval of the agenda

2.
Approval of the minutes of the meeting on 24 November 2006

3.
Overview of the website www.vngoc.org

4.
Update on International NGO Forum "Beyond 2008"

5.
NGO Forum 2007

6.
Schedule of NGO meetings during 2007 CND

7.
Any other business

E. Tongue, Chairman, welcomed the members and guests to the meeting and introduced those who were attending for the first time:  Dr.  Wolfgang Beiglböck represented the International Association of Applied Psychology, Angelika Thonauer was the new local member of the Foundation for a Drug-Free Europe and Peter McCann was attending in place of T. Legl on behalf of the International Council on Alcohol and Addictions.  Margaret Lobo, International President-Elect of Soroptimist International and Heidrun Konrad, Past President of the European Federation of Soroptimist International were also present.
1.  Approval of the agenda
The agenda had been revised as above shortly before the meeting.  The item on Rules of Procedure - preparation for changes was postponed until a late date in view of the large amount of tasks currently with the Committee.  The revised agenda was approved.

2.  Approval of the minutes of the meeting on 24 November 2007
The minutes were approved as distributed.

3.  Overview of the website www.vngoc.org
M. Perron presented the Committee's website (www.vngoc.org) on the screen.  He explained that most of the members of the Committee had been sent their log-in password in order to enter the pages which are not for public view.  The newer members would be receiving their log-in information soon.  He took the Committee through the two main menus International Forum "Beyond 2008" and the Vienna NGO Committee. 

Under the Vienna NGO Committee, is the history of the Committee, the Rules of Procedure (Constitution) and a list of the current members, the latter requiring continuous updating. The new NGO Guidelines prepared by the Secretary will be posted on the website before the forthcoming session of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs (CND).  Information under the "Beyond 2008" menu includes Information for donors.  Members of the Committee were encouraged to inform their headquarters about the  website.  Any comments on it would be welcomed.

4.  Update on International NGO Forum "Beyond 2008"
The Steering Committee for  "Beyond 2008" is chaired by M. Perron and the Programme Committee is chaired by D. Turner with several members chairing sub-committees.  M. Perron briefed the Committee on the six regional consultations in developing countries, the reports of which will contribute to the main meeting.  The budget has been raised to 1 million euros and currently contains 600,000 euros with large contributions from the European Commission, the UK and two organizations in Canada.  Other governments are interested in donating either funds or making in-kind contributions such as the cost of travel for participants from developing countries to the regional consultations .

Under the first of the three objectives of the Forum, a questionnaire has been prepared in the six UN languages based on the biennual reporting questionnaire of UNOCD but adapted to be NGO-friendly.  It will gather information world-wide on the contributions of NGOs following the UN General Assembly Special Session on narcotic drugs (UNGASS).  It will be placed online before the CND and will be an ongoing process to collect information that has not been available in the past.  The completed questionnaires will go to one repository for evaluation.  Members were requested to use their networks to distribute the questionnaire around the globe when it goes online.

The second objective is to identify beyond 2008 the form of communication required between civil society and national governments including the CND.  It will analyse past cooperation of NGOs with the UN, governments and with other NGOs.  E. Carlin, the lead for this objective, had circulated a document on 8 January to the Committee requesting feedback but had received very few replies.  The outputs of the regional meetings will contribute to this objective.

M. Perron requested all members of the Committee to send their feedback, also with a "no comments" reply, on what worked well and why, what did not work well and why, are consultations with the regions good, how should they be set up, how can the voices of the majority be heard, how can consultations be improved?  

The third objective connects the high level Conventions with workers on the street, most of whom are not aware of them, and analyse whether the Conventions are meeting the objectives of the NGOs (impact and inconsistencies).  The idea is not to have an ideological debate but to identify the principles of what civil society believes would work.

With regard to the regional consultations, the Programme Committee, UNODC and other sources had contributed names for three lead organizations to organize the meetings in each region.  These lead organizations will attend the 2007 CND as well as the 2007 NGO Forum.and will be briefed beforehand in a training session in Vienna on Sunday, 11 March.  They have been requested to sign a contract with the NGO Committee concerning their responsibilities and the financial details.

In this connection, a list of tasks and financial authority will be prepared for the Committee's Treasurer on the transfer and management of funds.  Expenditures for "Beyond 2008" will not exceed the funds available at the time in the NGO Committee's bank account.  As the EC and the UK contributed to the Forum through UNODC, a Memorandum of Understanding had been signed with UNODC on 5 February 2007.  It provided a partnership agreement spelling out the terms of cooperation, including the rights and obligations of both parties, for the organization of the "Beyond 2008" NGO Forum."

E. Tongue reminded the Committee that she had asked on several occasions that member NGOs contact their headquarters to ask for a donation, even if it was only 1,000 euros.  So far, only the Salvation Army and the Senlis Council had made contributions.

5.  NGO Forum 2007

The date of the 2007 Forum had been changed to Tuesday, 13 March, beginning at 10 a.m. and lasting the whole day.   E. Carlin, who is the lead for the Forum, explained that the lead organizations for the regional consultations will make presentations. The precise agenda is under preparation and will try to avoid a list of representatives talking one after another in order to provide an interesting day, sharing what everyone is doing in their region.  He would be happy to accept any assistance with the preparations.

NGOs wishing to attend the Forum and not having ECOSOC consultative status must inform the Secretary one week before the meeting so she can pass their names, addresses and telephone numbers to the UN Security Service.

6.  Schedule of NGO meetings during 2007 CND

Sunday 11 March

A preliminary list of meetings was shown on the screen and is attached to these minutes.  The lead organizations will receive a briefing on Sunday, 11 March.  In the evening, an informal dinner is planned for the NGO Committee to meet the other NGOs coming to Vienna for the CND and all members were urged to attend (details will be emailed).  We shall explain to them the proceedings of the CND and rights of NGOs.

Monday, 12 March

The NGO Committee will meet from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. in room C0343.  The Programme Committee will probably also meet, time to be confirmed.

Tuesday, 13 March
NGO Forum 2007 from 9:45 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Monday to Friday

Room C0343 will be available the entire week for all NGOs at the CND and a computer with Internet as well as a telephone to listen to proceedings in the plenary of the CND will be in the room.  It is planned to hold a meeting each day at 9:30 a.m. for NGOs to discuss the programme for the day.  

On Wednesday, SUNDIAL is planning to host a reception at the VIC.  The Senlis Council will be organizing a dinner on Wednesday evening and will present an award to Eva Tongue for all her work in the Committee. The Open Society will be hosting a lunch on Thursday.   If any other NGOs are planning events, they should inform the Secretary to avoid overlap.

7.  Any other business
Delegations to the CND
It was pointed out that many of the lead organizations for the regional consultations as well as some members of the NGO Committee do not have ECOSOC consultative status and, as such, cannot be invited by UNODC to attend the CND.  All organizations with consultative status are urged to look into the possibility of including some extra names within their delegations.  Please inform the Secretary if you have some spare places (up to five per organization plus the President and Secretary-General or equivalent).

Joint meeting with the Vienna Alliance of NGOs on Crime Prevention

E. Pomberger had kindly arranged a date for this meeting on 24 May 2007 at 3:00 p.m. and 

E. Tongue requested her to act as liaison for this meeting.  A proposed agenda item was how to coordinate the work of the CND and the Commission on Criminal Justice.  However, bearing in mind that the latter covers a much wider area than narcotics, it was suggested that UNODC could speak about how they harmonize their activities - what is the same and what is different e.g. the two Commissions have the same Secretariat.  M. Dummar Frahi was requested to find a possible speaker for this date.

Transfer of NGO Committee Funds
The Treasurer requested the approval of the Board/Committee for the $25,000 which she had transferred to CCSA, the organization which is acting as the Financial Controller for the International Forum.  M. Perron explained that CCSA foots all the bills and sends a quarterly statement to the NGO Committee Treasurer for reimbursement.  He asked the Committee to empower the Treasurer to carry out these quarterly transactions in conformance with contractual arrangements  There was no objection.  

M. Perron will request his Chief Financial Officer to prepare a plan concerning the flow of funds (also from UNODC) and authority to sign. He will provide the Treasurer with a copy of the Memorandum of Understanding with UNODC  The Treasurer asked for a ruling in the plan on what can be reimbursed, limits on length of consultations and types of travel, and suggested that UN rules be followed.
NGO attendance at the Committee of the Whole (CoW)
Prior to the meeting, there had been lengthy deccussions on the proposal of the Extended Bureau of the CND not to permit NGOs access to the Committee of the Whole during the 2007 CND.  The problem had also been discussed the previous week with Ambassador Lindburgh, Chairman of the CND.  At this point, the working agreement was as in the past.  

T. Blickman (TNI) said that ECOSOC accredited NGOs are entitled to attend the CoW and that Member States would need to put a motion to the floor to exclude them.  M. Perron said that as many Member States were against the motion, this could hold up the work.  Clarity would be sought from ECOSOC for future sessions as this was their rule.  

E. Tongue closed the meeting with the wish to see as many members of the Committee as possible at the dinner on Sunday, 11 March 2007.

Barbara Walsberger

Secretary

Vienna NGO Committee on Narcotic Drugs

