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Meeting on Monday, 12 March 2007

Room C0343 at 3:00 p.m.

Agenda
1.   Approval of the agenda
2.   Approval after correction of the minutes of the meeting held on 6 February 2007
3.   NGO events during CND, including the forum "NGOs working in the field on drugs"
4.   Update on the international forum "Beyond 2008"
5.   International Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking (26 June)

Report on 2006 

Campaign for 2007
6. Any other business

E. Tongue, Chairman of the Committee, welcomed all the members and visitors to the meeting (list of participants attached).

1.  Approval of the agenda
The agenda was approved.

2.  Approval after correction of the minutes of the meeting held on 6 February 2007
The Secretary read out a correction provided by M. Dummar Frahi concerning the Memorandum of Understanding signed between UNOCD and the Committee.  The revised minutes are attached.

3.  NGO events during CND, including the forum "NGOs working in the field on drugs"
The list of NGO side events had been distributed by email.  The Executive Director of UNODC was hosting a reception in the rotunda that evening, to which all present were invited.  There would be a "meet and greet" each morning at 9.30 a.m. during the CND (except on Tuesday) for all NGOs attending the CND to make contact.

The NGO forum in 2007 was based on the work of the NGOs which had been chosen to organize the six Regional Consultations for "Beyond 2008".  Everyone was urged to be in conference room I by 9.35 a.m. because the Executive Director would be speaking at the opening during a very busy time for him.  From 9 a.m., there would be an exhibition of material brought by NGOs, at the back of the conference room.  

On Wednesday, 14 March, M. Perron would be speaking to the plenary of the CND on "Beyond 2008".

4.   Update on the international forum "Beyond 2008"
M. Perron, Chairman of the Steering Committee for "Beyond 2008" was thrilled to have so many participants at this meeting.  He introduced D. Turner, Chairman of the Programme Committee for "Beyond 2008".  The international forum was intended to give civil society a voice in the Review of the UN General Assembly Special Session on the World Drug Problem (UNGASS).  As a broad range of NGOs were to be involved, the work had been structured to avoid paralysis because of differing objectives.  Six Regional Consultations would be held between autumn 2007 and February 2008 to contribute to the forum in June 2008.  The outputs from the forum were intended to be presented at the UNGASS Review.

Under objective 1, a questionnaire addressed to NGOs in at least six languages will be launched online soon (a notification will be sent by the Secretary as soon as it is available).  A rich response across the globe would help to identify gaps in the information provided by 150 governments and it was hoped for a minimum of 200,000 responses.  The server could cope with up to one million replies.  It will provide very compelling information which must be considered by the CND.  M. Perron requested everyone present to complete the questionnaire and to pass it on to their organizations' networks.

Objective 2, led by E. Carlin, covered best practices on cooperation between NGOs and the UN system.  He thanked the NGO Committee members for their comments after the last meeting and said his draft report would soon be placed on the website.  Everyone present who had not already done so, was requested to provide him with their examples of cooperation with the UN system (to ec@mentoruk.org). 

Objective 3 reviewed the three drug Conventions.  Very few NGOs were aware of the Conventions although they affected their daily lives.  A consultant had been recruited to prepare a primer on the three Conventions.  For instance, it was noted that the articles concerned with supply control and reduction were obligatory while those concerned with demand reduction were discretionary.  Did this in practice lead to demand reduction becoming a second priority rather than an equal priority for governments?

Sixteen Regional Lead Organizations (RLOs) had come to Vienna for the CND and M. Perron was excited by the level of their engagement and cooperation in spite of differences.  Four Designated Vienna NGO Committee Representatives would assist them in organizing the Regional Consultations.

The budget for "Beyond 2008" aimed at one million euros so, after pledges and donations, approximately 400,000 euros were still required.  Discussions were being held with delegations and everyone present was asked to consult with their headquarters and national delegations concerning further donations.  Full financial management with auditors would cover all expenditures.  

[M. Perron said subsequently that a Certified Management Acountant had been recently retained by his organization to provide the financial oversight of Beyond 2008 and inter alia, would determine "the UNODC cash flow process and reports required" and "how best to manage the flow of funds in the VNGOC Beyond 2008"]

5.  International Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking (26 June)
E. Tongue introduced the item by saying that the Committee used to organize events around the International Day in concert with UNODC.  This year, in spite of the Committee providing UNODC with its proposals, no adequate information had emerged.

M. Dummar Frahi reported that there had been a total shift in in the approach of UNODC to the International Day.  The annual campaign had been found too time-consuming so a multi-year campaign was being planned, with the focus in 2007 being on drug abuse, 2008 on illicit cultivation/production and 2009 on trafficking.  D. Turner said that the subject of drug abuse would be in line with the outputs of "Beyond 2008" and wondered whether UNODC could move it to 2008.

UNODC's possible slogan of "Do drugs control your life?" was considered by Mustafa Ma as being very poor because it could provide only yes or no as answer and there would be no continuous or positive action.  F. Poldrugo pointed out that the slogan would clash with the medical field.  L. Tavadze said that WHO referred to harmful drugs use.

E.Tongue did not see any possibility for cooperation with UNODC on the International Day as no clear theme had been approved and time was short.  M. Perron thought that "Beyond 2008" could be publicised on the International Day and it was suggested that a press release be issued on 26 June saying that the Vienna NGO Committee on Narcotic Drugs was preparing the forum.  F. Amicarelli proposed that each NGO organize an event around the UN theme and the NGO Committee could prepare a press release on the events being organized by its member organizations.  E. Tongue suggested that members be asked to report to the Committee what they are planning for 26 June and the information could be put on the website.  She will send out a note to all members requesting this information.

In the course of the discussion, disappointment was expressed that the Executive Director's opening speech to the CND did not mention the work of NGOs and it was agreed that the Committee approach him to request inclusion of NGO work in future opening speeches.  [Subsequently, the Executive Director's summing-up report to the CND included a short mention of the 2007 NGO Forum]

6.  Any other business
M. Perron mentioned how successful the Sunday evening dinner had been with the RLOs, members of the NGO Committee and a number of NGOs attending the CND.  He suggested that a dinner be held again on the evening preceding the next CND.

K. Sabet mentioned that his organization was holding a receptionon Wednesday at 
5.30 p.m. in the VIC restaurant and invited everyone present to collect invitations.

On the question of overseas NGOs applying to the website for membership of the NGO Committee, the Chairperson said that if organizations fill out the application form and make the payment, the Board could accept them for membership.

The joint meeting with the Vienna Alliance of NGOs on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice will be held on 24 May 2007 at 3 p.m.  E. Pomberger said that a keynote speaker had been requested from UNODC.  It was proposed that the relationship with the Conference of NGOs (CONGO) as well as the UNODC strategic plan of action be added to the agenda.  An open discussion was needed to elicit the areas on which the two committees could work together.

It was agreed that the next meeting of the Vienna NGO Committee on Narcotic Drugs would be held on 24 May 2007 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., before the joint meeting with the NGO Alliance.
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